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are used as a weapon to mutilate or
destroy the majestic figure of the Christ,
they must be met, not by denying the facts,
but by understanding the deeper meaning
of the stories, the spiritual truths that the
legends expressed under a veil.

Why have these legends mingled with
the history of Jesus, and crystallised round
Him, as a historical personage ? These
are really the stories not of a particular
individual named Jesus but of the
universal Christ ; of a Man who
symbolised a Divine Being, and who
represented a fundamental truth in nature;
a Man who filled a certain office and held
a certain characteristic position towards
humanity; standing towards humanity in
a special relationship, renewed age after
age, as generation succeeded generation,
as race gave way to race. Hence He
was, as are all such, the " Son of Man,"
a peculiar and distinctive title, the title
of an office, not of an individual The
Christ of the Solar Myth was the Christ
of the Mysteries, and we find the secret of
the mythic in the mystic Christ.